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International  Vice-President, 
District  Governor,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Lions  Clubs  of 
West  Virginia: 

I  feel  greatly  honored  by  the  invitation 
extended  to  me  to  speak  a  few  words  re- 
garding the  work  for  the  blind  which  the 
Lions  Clubs  of  this  state  have  been  sponsor- 
ing. 

Many  are  familiar  with  the  part  you 
have  played  in  the  restoration  of  vision. 
No  higher  or  more  worthy  aim  and  objec- 
tive could  any  man  or  group  of  men  possess 
than  to  lend  aid  and  support  in  giving  to 
some  unfortunate  person  the  right  to  see 
the  light  of  day  and  to  view  the  world  in 
all  its  beauty  and  grandeur. 

Those  who  have  normal  vision,  or  suf- 
ficient vision  to  permit  them  to  follow  the 
pursuits  of  life,  little  realize  the  handicaps 
and  hardships  suffered  by  those  who  can- 
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not  see.  Only  one  who  has  at  sometime 
possessed  that  vision  and  later  lost  it,  can 
fully  appreciate  their  sad  plight.  Those 
who  have  never  seen  the  light  of  day  are 
none  the  less  pathetic.  It  has  been  said, 
*'lt  is  better  to  have  loved  and  lost  than 
never  loved  at  all,"  and  certainly,  it  is 
better  to  have  once  seen  than  never  to  have 
seen  at  all. 

Early  in  life,  we  were  told  of  the  five 
senses  and  taught  the  functions  of  each. 
We  hear  by  reason  of  the  ears;  feel  by  the 
fingers;  smell  by  the  nose;  taste  by  the 
tongue;  and  see  by  the  eyes.  The  loss  of 
any  one  of  these  senses  is  a  serious  handi- 
cap— altho,  the  loss  of  sight  is  the  most 
serious  of  all. 

As  we  journey  along  life's  highway,  we 
see  many  sad  and  pitiful  cases — those  who 
are  crippled,  lame,  deaf  and  dumb,  many 
of  whom  we  pass  unnoticed.  But  a  wave 
of  sorrow  comes  rushing  over  us  when  we 
see  a  person  that  is  blind.  There  is  some- 
thing that  grasps  the  heart  when  a  man, 
woman  or  little  child  is  seen  groping  in 
darkness  throughout  life,  never  knowing 
the  splendor  and  beauty  of  nature. 

To  them,  the  babbling  brook  and  spark- 
ling -waterfall  are  only  sounds ;  the  beauty 
of  the  rainbow  cannot  be  described  in 
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words ;  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun  at  dawn, 
the  flickering  shadows  at  sunset,  and  the 
soft  and  restful  hue  of  the  horizon  at  twi- 
light mean  only  another  morning  and  even- 
ing. The  dreamy  moon  and  the  countless 
millions  of  stars  that  bedeck  the  heavens 
mean  only  another  night.  The  face  of  their 
mother  is  unknown  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  mother  who  is  blind  can  never 
know  her  child  except  by  its  cheerful  voice 
and  clinging  touch. 

One  could  go  on  indefinitely  telling  of 
the  hardships  which  they  daily  undergo, 
but  only  a  few  have  been  enumerated  to 
impress  the  thought  upon  you.  It  requires 
no  assurance  from  theologians  to  convince 
us  that  God  Almighty  gave  light  early  in 
the  making  of  the  earth.  It  is  written  in 
the  third  verse  of  the  first  chapter  of  the 
first  book  in  the  Bible  that  *'God  said,  let 
there  be  light  and  there  was  light." 

From  a  purely  practical  viewpoint,  with 
few  exceptions,  we  find  that  the  various 
instruments  and  inventions  are  made  for 
the  benefit  of  the  person  who  possesses 
sight. 

As  an  illustration,  take  the  automobile, 
which  has  long  since  ceased  to  be  a  luxury. 
One  might  lose  one's  sense  of  hearing  and 
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still  operate  a  car  that  is,  in  almost  any 
s^ate  except  our  own.  One  might  lose  one's 
sense  of  feeling  and  operate  it;  or,  if  the 
sense  of  smell  is  lost,  it  would  not  affect 
the  driving.  Neither  would  loss  of  the 
sense  of  taste  make  any  difference.  Sup- 
pose the  senses  of  hearing,  feeling,  tasting 
and  smelling  were  all  lost,  a  car  could  still 
be  operated.  But  once  that  remaining 
sense — sight  is  lost,  it  is  impossible  to  drive. 

The  erection  of  this  building  could  have 
been  accomplished  by  persons  who  had 
lost  all  the  first  four  senses  mentioned,  but 
not  by  those  who  were  blind.  Likewise, 
the  food  that  we  have  eaten  tonight  could 
have  been  prepared  or  produced  by  any 
one  who  had  lost  all  of  the  first  four  senses, 
but  not  by  the  blind. 

Perhaps  you  will  be  interested  in  know- 
ing something  of  the  underlying  history  of 
this  project  of  assistance.  A  few  years 
ago  a  teacher  in  a  blind  school  in  a  distant 
state  came  to  my  office  for  an  examination 
of  her  eyes,  and,  both  being  interested  in 
the  same  work,  but  from  different  angles, 
began  to  discuss  the  situation  as  it  existed 
in  her  school. 

She  stated  that  there  were  a  number  of 
students  in  her  school  suffering  from  con- 
genital abnormalities  of  the  eyes,  and, 
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knowing  that  a  great  many  of  those  cases 
could  be  remedied  by  surgical  measures, 
the  thought  occurred  that  the  same  condi- 
tion^ must  exist  in  our  own  state  institution, 
and  I  felt  that  we  ought  to  give  those  little 
children  the  same  chance  which  God  in 
His  Goodness  had  given  us. 

Steps  were  immediately  taken  through 
the  State  Health  Commissioner  and  thence 
through  the  £tate  Board  of  Corntrol  to  secure 
permission  to  make  an  examination.  After 
this  permission  was  obtained,  the  examina- 
tion was  made  on  December  15th,  1930. 
One  hundred  and  fourteen  students  were 
examined.  It  did  not  seem  to  start  out  very 
auspiciously.  After  being  presented  to 
Superintendent,  Lion  DeBerry,  and  cordial- 
ly greeted,  I  was  informed  that  he  had 
forgotten  such  an  examination  was  to  be 
conducted  that  day,  probably  thinking  it 
the  usual  form  of  examination  that  had 
been  made  there  in  the  past. 

I  must  say,  from  indications,  it  did  not 
take  him  long  to  realize  that  this  was 
something  entirely  different,  and  he  im- 
mediately fell  into  the  spirit  and  gave  his 
whole-hearted  support.  To  say  that  he 
and  all  connected  were  astounded  at  the 
report  of  the  examination  is  putting  it 
mildly.  Various  efforts  were  made  to 
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raise  the  money  for  the  transportation  and 
hospitalization  of  the  students  while  under- 
going surgical  treatment,  none  of  which 
were  successful  as  shown  by  his  reporte  to 
me. 

It  did  not  take  long  to  find  this  gentle- 
man is  possessed  with  ''Bull  Dog"  tenacity 
when  he  starts  after  a  thing.  So,  it  was 
not  at  all  surprising  to  learn  that  he  had 
appealed  to  this  great  organization  for  as- 
sistance. Your  response  to  the  appeal  of 
the  Romney  Club  was  magical  and  inspired 
us  all  to  start  the  work  at  once. 

May  I  say  again  had  it  not  been  for  Lion 
DeBerry's  perserverance  in  putting  this 
proposition  to  you,  this  work  could  never 
have  been  accomplished,  and  these  same 
children  would  still  be  groping  in  dark- 
ness, wishing  and  waiting  for  the  light  of 
day  that  would  never  come. 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  so  that 
you  may  know  just  what  has  been  accom- 
plished with  your  money  that  you  were  so 
ready,  willing  and  eager  to  give  in  such 
a  great  cause. 

There  were  27  students  on  whom  opera- 
tions were  performed,  each  one  receiving 
from  two  to  seven  operations.  Of  this 
number,  seven  received  normal  vision  and 
entered  the  public  schools  this  past  term. 
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Three  have  been  operated  on  and  are  ex- 
pected to  receive  normal  vision  when  their 
medical  treatment  at  Romney  has  been 
completed.  Two  more  children  now  at 
Romney  will  obtain  the  same  result,  it  being 
deemed  unwise  to  take  them  out  of  school 
to  complete  the  work  on  account  of  condi- 
tions at  home.  This  makes  a  total  of  12 
boys  and  girls  who  have  received,  or  will 
receive,  normal  vision.  In  other  words,  ap- 
proximately 44%  of  the  number  operated 
on  have  or  will  receive  normal  vision. 

One  child  was  not  helped  and  the  out- 
come of  another  is  problematical.  This 
accounts  for  fourteen  and  of  the  remain- 
ing thirteen,  degrees  of  vision  varying  from 
nearly  normal  4o  being  able  to  count 
fingers  at  20  feet  were  received. 

Looking  at  these  results  solely  from 
an  economical  standpoint,  there  will  be  a 
saving  of  many  thousands  of  dollars  to  the 
tax  payers  of  this  state,  for  I  am  informed 
that  it  costs  something  like  $400.00  per 
year  for  each  student  in  the  school. 

In  conducting  the  examination,  three 
children  were  found  to  have  blood  condi- 
tions which  soon  would  have  resulted  in 
total  blindness,  but,  by  receiving  treatment, 
it  will  enable  them  to  retain  sufficient  vision 
to  go  about.  But  for  this  finding  and  treat-r 
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ment,  I  am  satisfied  that  these  children 
would  have  been  totally  blind  in  a  short 
while. 

Among  the  things  which  are  expected 
to  be  accomplished  are: 

1st:  Legislation  to  supply  means  for  tak- 
ing care  of  the  necessary  surgical  and 
medical  work  in  the  blind  school. 

2nd :  Legislation  for  funds  directed 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  the 
work  for  the  blind  in  this  state. 

3rd :  A  movement  will  be  started  in  all 
other  states  in  this  country  to  have  the 
best  medical  service  possible  rendered  in 
their  own  institutions  and,  International 
President,  it  is  entirely  possible  that  the 
Lions  Club  International  could  take  the 
lead  in  this  movement. 

4th:  I  am  informed  that  instead  of  los- 
ing members  and  clubs,  as  has  been  the 
case  in  several  states  this  year,  there  has 
been  an  increase  of  four  clubs  in  your 
organization  in  this  state  within  the  last 
year — and  the  work  for  the  blind  is  ac- 
centuated as  one  of  the  reasons  for  this  in- 
crease. 

There  were  so  many  stories  of  human 
interest  connected  with  this  work  that  I 
could   spend   the   evening  telling  them* 
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However,  only  two  or  three  will  be  enum- 
erated. 

There  was  a  girl,  named  Nellie  Copley, 
a  graduate  from,  the  blind  school  this  last 
year,  among  the  number  operated  on  to 
receive  normal  vision.  At  present,  she  is 
in  the  West  Virginia  Business  College  at 
Bluefield,  learning  to  write  and,  at  the 
same  time,  is  taking  a  shorthand  and  type- 
writing course.  This  fall  «ihe  will  enter 
St,  Luke's  Hospital  at  Bluefield  for  a  three 
years'  course  in  training  to  become  a 
graduate  nurse. 

Another  insta^ice  is  that  of  a  little  lad, 
some  eight  or  nine  years  of  age,  who  was 
among  the  first  to  be  operated  on.  He 
came  into  the  office  and,  like  all  boys, 
could  not  keep  still.  While  talking  to  an- 
other patient,  I  happened  to  look  down  at 
the  floor  and  there  was  that  boy  with  his 
face  right  against  my  shoes  trying,  as  he 
expressed  it,  to  see  the  color  of  them.  It 
was  so  pathetic  that  I  was  greatly  touched, 
and  the  day  he  left  the  office,  I  threw  some 
coins  on  the  floor,  and  to  have  seen  that 
little  fellow  jumping  around  getting  them, 
the  same  as  any  normal  boy,  would  have 
made  the  tears  come  into  anyone's  eyes, 
could  one  have  known  the  circumstances. 

I  would  give  anything  if  you  could  have 
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heard  the  exclamations  of  joy,  wonder  and 
bewilderment  of  some  of  these  children  when 
the  dressings  were  first  removed  from  their 
eyes.  I  wish  you  could  have  known  the 
stories  behind  their  lives — could  have  seen 
the  expressions  of  happiness  on  their  faces, 
and  heard  the  words  of  gratitude  that  fell 
from  their  lips.  To  them  a  new  life  was 
born.  They  were  standing  on  the  steps  of 
a  new  world  with  the  curtains  of  darkness 
raised.  The  countless  millions  of  scenes 
and  pictures  unfolded  to  them  made  a  won- 
derful sight.  They  were  able  to  see  us  and 
their  friends  and  loved  ones.  The  yoke  of 
darkness  had  been  cast  off  and  to  them  was 
presented  a  world  of  color,  glory  and 
beauty. 

My  friends  of  the  Lions  Clubs  of  West 
Virginia,  by  whose  untiring  efforts  this 
work  has  been  accomplished,  I  thank  you 
on  behalf  of  those  children.  I  want  to  as- 
sure you  that  no  work  of  more  lofty  ideals 
could  have  been  sponsored  than  that  of 
aiding  the  blind  in  an  effort  to  give  them 
sight,  or  to  restore  their  lost  vision. 

Now,  in  conclusion  let  me  say  again  that 
I  appreciate  the  honor  you  have  shown  in 
inviting  me  to  be  your  guest  and  to  make 
a  few  remarks — I  feel  deeply  grateful  for 
the  opportunity  to  have  used  whatever 
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skill  and  knowledge  I  possessed  in  an  ef- 
fort to  bring  these  unfortunates  out  of  a 
world  of  darkness.  The  joy  of  seeing  the 
faces  of  these  little  children  brighten,  and 
hearing  their  expressions  of  happiness  and 
gratitude,  has  repaid  me  a  thousand  fold. 
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